e
v o)

THE NORTHAMPTON INDEFENDENT.




Introduction to National Bicycle Week

To spread the gospel of cycling, organisations representing the pastime, sport and
trade got together to promote a National Bicycle Week in 1923. The CTC network of Chief
Consuls, consuls, and District Associations was mobilised in support of a hationwide
programme of rallies, fancy -dress parades, public meetings, massed clubruns, race
meetings, school lectures, and BBC talks.

With the enthusiastic co-operation of the DAs a great Relay Ride round England
started from the Mansion House in London on May 28 th 1923. A message from the Lord
Mayor engrossed on vellum was carried round for thirty civic dignitaries to sign at stopping
places on a route of 888 miles, finishing at the Mansion House on June 2. Relay riders were
received at Bristol, Manchester, Leeds, York, andNorthampton with cordial ceremony and
hospitality, and a gratifying measure of press publicity.

By a fortunate coincidence the Kingds birthd:
handing in at the Mansion House a |l etter of than
procession was formed to ride to Buckingham Palace conveying to His Majesty King George
V the Club6s congratulations suitably engrossed
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An Interesti h ¢ ~ s ) 1¢
n Interesting photographic reminiscence of the C.T.C. Relay Ride which finished at Buckingham Pal n y v )2 The

aphic scen ace on June 2
Fiders are shown leaving the palace after delivering the Council’s loyal congratulations on the occasion of the King’s birthday

A representative CTC group riding through the gates of Buckingham palace after delivering birthday greetings to
their Patron, HM King George V, at the conclusion of the Relay Ride round England during National Bicycle Week on June 2 nd
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Northampton
ORi de a Bicycl eo
National Bicycle Week, May 28 t to June 2nd 1923

All cyclists both amateur and professional are looking forward with keen interest and
anticipation, to the National Bicycle Week to be held throughout England during the week, May 28 th
to June 2d. Mr J.C. McGill has undertaken the position of Hon. Secretary and Treasurer for No 15
area (Northants and Rutland), and a nucleus Committee has been formed of which the Mayor of
Peterborough has been asked to become President, and Mr. W. G. &wson, of 49 Blinco Road,
Peterborough, Hon. Press Secretary. The National Bicycle Week, of which the heading of this article
is the slogan, is an intensive campaign to bring before the general public, the great part which bicycle
plays in the life of the nation. Already considerable interest is being manifested in Northampton and
county. At a meeting of the Centre Counci l of the
meeting with a view to organising a great cyclists meet and fancy dress carnival during the week,
whilst at Kettering definite arrangements, with a strong committee to see them through, have been
made for a monster cycle parade, the proceeds of which will go to Kettering Hospital. Several
subscriptions were immediately forthcom ing to defray the initial outlay. Northampton might well
follow suit on the same lines in aid of the General Hospital but as time is getting short it is imperative
that arrangements are put in hand immediately. Among the schemes which have been devised by the
national organisers are relay rides, cycle parades, lectures, reception of a wireless lecture broadcasted

from Birmingham by oWayfarerd of oCycling. 6 Essays

locating the originals of lantern slides shown at | ocal cinemas. For all of these prizes will be offered
and it is generally hoped that they will receive great support. All interested and desirous of giving a
hand in the organisation of this worthy event are asked to communicate with Mr J. C. McGill, 137 .
Fletton Avenue, Peterborough, or Mr D. Lucas, Bath House, Kettering. We hope to be able to publish

the names of the Northampton organisers in the next

cyclists of the county town will be behind in this gr eat movement.

oSuccess to National Bicycle Week 6
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With this issue, containing a special suppl ement devoa

takes profound pleasure in setting the seal of its unqualified approval and support on the great
country wid e effort-National Bicycle Week which opens on Monday next. By sheer weight of
numbers (it being estimated there are no fewer than five million cyclists in Britain) the bicycle can
rightly lay claim to rank as the most popular vehicle in general use to -day and a week devoted to its
interests cannot but rebound to the benefit not only of those directly concerned but also to a great
majority who will thus be initiated into the almost illimitable pleasures and physical benefits the

cycle offers. The object d the promoters of this great national festival is not to rival the claims of
motoring & such a course would be illogical and absurd o but their endeavour is to show how all
classes of the community may supplement the joys of the car or motor cycle with th e pleasures of the
pedal cycle 8 pleasures which, by reason of their economical nature and their physical benefit, fall
into a class which is entirely their own. To this end prominent cyclists, manufacturers and dealers up
and down the country have combined t o or gani se special displays of
accessories, etc, whilst the cycling clubs have organised cycling events which it is anticipated will
exceed 500 in number. Locally a number of cycle dealers are offering money prizes to purchases of
cycles and accessories at their establishments during the week. Full particulars of this attractive
innovation will be found on another page.
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The Northampton Branch of the Cyclistsd Touring Club,
Union,Rover s Cl ub and Good Templ arsd Club have arranged
Square at 7p.m. on Monday, a | adiesd®6 hill climb test
similar competition for gentlemen at the same spot and time on Thursday, with a road race

Northampton, Weedon, Towcester and home the same evening. On the Friday evening the National
Cyclistsd Touring Club great thousand mile relay ride
Club members will pick up the official despatch from the Leicester Club, hand it to the Mayor for his

signature at the Town Hall at 8 p.m. and then ride on to Brackley the following morning to hand on

the message to the Oxford Club at 9 a.m. The message is from the Lord Mayor of London to the

Mayors of all the towns through which the various riders will pass on the tour. Full particulars

concerning all these and other events wil/ be gl adly
Touring Club, Mr B. Clowes, 5 Castillian street, Northampton.

Hardy Cyclists Defy the Rain

In the upper piupurfreri $ hthesetalritnef the massed Club run from the M
below some of the competitors in the Hill Climb for the ladies and gentlemen held on the Rotherthorpe R oad on Tuesday.

The inclement May weather largely affected the attendance and entries at the first two local events
promoted by local cyclists in celebration of National Bicycle Week. The Club run on Monday
evening, of which a picture appears above, was attended by nomseparticipants, their bicycles

bearing placards in support of the week, and despite the rain there was a fair gathering for the hill
climbs and descending trials on Tuesday. In the former some remarkable speed was put up by T. G.
Goosey, the winners dhe various events running out as follows:
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Bike Week Breakfasit SalceyForest in June 2005






