
 

 

 



 

Introduction to National Bicycle Week  

 

  

 To spread the gospel of cycling, organisations representing the pastime, sport and 

trade got together to promote a National Bicycle Week in 1923.  The CTC network of Chief 

Consuls, consuls, and District Associations was mobilised in support of a nationwide 

programme of rallies, fancy -dress parades, public meetings, massed club-runs, race 

meetings, school lectures, and BBC talks. 

 With the enthusiastic co-operation of the DAs a great Relay Ride round England 

started from the Mansion House in London on May 28 th 1923.  A message from the Lord 

Mayor engrossed on vellum was carried round for thirty civic dignitaries to sign at stopping 

places on a route of 888 miles, finishing at the Mansion House on June 2nd.  Relay riders were 

received at Bristol, Manchester, Leeds, York, and Northampton  with cordial ceremony and 

hospitality, and a gratifying measure of press publicity.  

 By a fortunate coincidence the Kingõs birthday fell on the last day of the ride so, after 

handing in at the Mansion House a letter of thanks for the Lord Mayorõs participation, a 

procession was formed to ride to Buckingham Palace conveying to His Majesty King George 

V the Clubõs congratulations suitably engrossed and illuminated on vellum. 

 

 A representative CTC group riding through the gates of Buckingham palace after delivering birthday greetings to 

their Patron, HM King George V, at the conclusion of the Relay Ride round England during National Bicycle Week on June 2 nd 

1923. 

 

 



Northampton  

òRide a Bicycleó 

National Bicycle Week, May 28 th to June 2nd 1923 

 All cyclists both amateur and professional are looking forward with keen interest and 

anticipation, to the National Bicycle Week to be held throughout England during the week, May 28 th 

to June 2nd.  Mr J.C. McGill has undertaken the position of Hon. Secretary and Treasurer for No 15 

area (Northants and Rutland), and a nucleus Committee has been formed of which the Mayor of 

Peterborough has been asked to become President, and Mr. W. G. Lawson, of 49 Blinco Road, 

Peterborough, Hon. Press Secretary.  The National Bicycle Week, of which the heading of this article 

is the slogan, is an intensive campaign to bring before the general public, the great part which bicycle 

plays in the life of the  nation.  Already considerable interest is being manifested in Northampton and 

county.  At a meeting of the Centre Council of the Northampton Clubs, it was decided to call a townõs 

meeting with a view to organising a great cyclists meet and fancy dress carnival during the week, 

whilst at Kettering definite arrangements, with a strong committee to see them through, have been 

made for a monster cycle parade, the proceeds of which will go to Kettering Hospital.   Several 

subscriptions were immediately forthcom ing to defray the initial outlay.  Northampton might well 

follow suit on the same lines in aid of the General Hospital but as time is getting short it is imperative 

that arrangements are put in hand immediately.  Among the schemes which have been devised by the 

national organisers are relay rides, cycle parades, lectures, reception of a wireless lecture broadcasted 

from Birmingham by òWayfareró of òCycling.ó  Essays by schoolchildren, and a competition for 

locating the originals of lantern slides shown at l ocal cinemas.  For all of these prizes will be offered 

and it is generally hoped that they will receive great support.  All interested and desirous of giving a 

hand in the organisation of this worthy event are asked to communicate with Mr J. C. McGill, 137 . 

Fletton Avenue, Peterborough, or Mr D. Lucas, Bath House,  Kettering.  We hope to be able to publish 

the names of the Northampton organisers in the next weekõs issue, as it is surely unlikely that the 

cyclists of the county town will be behind in this gr eat movement. 

òSuccess to National Bicycle Weekó 

With this issue, containing a special supplement devoted to cyclists and cycling the òIndependentó 

takes profound pleasure in setting the seal of its unqualified approval and support on the great 

country wid e effort-National Bicycle Week which opens on Monday next.  By sheer weight of 

numbers (it being estimated there are no fewer than five million cyclists in Britain) the bicycle can 

rightly lay claim to rank as the most popular vehicle in general use to -day and a week devoted to its 

interests cannot but rebound to the benefit not only of those directly concerned but also to a great 

majority who will thus be initiated into the almost illimitable pleasures and physical benefits  the 

cycle offers.  The object of the promoters of this great national festival is not to rival the claims of 

motoring ð such a course would be illogical and absurd ð but their endeavour is to show how all 

classes of the community may supplement the joys of the car or motor cycle with th e pleasures of the 

pedal cycle ð pleasures which, by reason of their economical nature and their physical benefit, fall 

into a class which is entirely their own.  To this end prominent cyclists, manufacturers and dealers up 

and down the country have combined to organise special displays of the seasonõs models, new 

accessories, etc, whilst the cycling clubs have organised cycling events which it is anticipated will 

exceed 500 in number.  Locally a number of cycle dealers are offering money prizes to purchasers of 

cycles and accessories at their establishments during the week.  Full particulars of this attractive 

innovation will be found on another page.  



The Northampton Branch of the Cyclistsõ Touring Club, in conjunction with the National Cyclistsõ 

Union, Roversõ Club and Good Templarsõ Club have arranged a massed club run from the Market 

Square at 7p.m. on Monday, a ladiesõ hill climb test at 7 p.m. on Tuesday at Queen Eleanorõs Cross, a 

similar competition for gentlemen at the same spot and time on Thursday,  with a road race 

Northampton, Weedon, Towcester and home the same evening.  On the Friday evening the National 

Cyclistsõ Touring Club great thousand mile relay ride passes through Northampton, when the local 

Club members will pick up the official despatch  from the Leicester Club, hand it to the Mayor for his 

signature at the Town Hall at 8 p.m. and then ride on to Brackley the following morning to hand on 

the message to the Oxford Club at 9 a.m.  The message is from the Lord Mayor of London to the 

Mayors of all the towns through which the various riders will pass on the tour.  Full particulars 

concerning all these and other events will be gladly supplied by the local Secretary of the Cyclistsõ 

Touring Club, Mr B. Clowes, 5 Castillian street, Northampton.  

Hardy Cyclists Defy the Rain. 

 

In the upper picture is the òline-upó for the start of the massed Club run from the Market Square on Monday evening, and 

below some of the competitors in the Hill Climb for the ladies and gentlemen held on the Rotherthorpe R oad on Tuesday. 

The inclement May weather largely affected the attendance and entries at the first two local events 

promoted by local cyclists in celebration of National Bicycle Week.  The Club run on Monday 

evening, of which a picture appears above, was attended by numerous participants, their bicycles 

bearing placards in support of the week, and despite the rain there was a fair gathering for the hill 

climbs and descending trials on Tuesday.  In the former some remarkable speed was put up by T. G. 

Goosey, the winners of the various events running out as follows:- 

DŜƴǘƭŜƳŜƴΩǎ Iƛƭƭ /ƭƛƳō όŦƛƴŀƭύΥ м ¢ΦDΦDƻƻǎŜȅΣ ǳƴŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘΦ  му ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΦ 

DŜƴǘƭŜƳŜƴΩǎ {ƭƻǿ 5ƻǿƴ Iƛƭƭ όŦƛƴŀƭύΥ м ¢ΦDΦDƻƻǎŜȅΦ  мс ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΦ 



Ladies Hill Climb: 1 Miss M.Chantrey, C.T.C. Six rode. 

[ŀŘƛŜǎΩ {ƭƻǿ 5ƻwn Hill: 1Miss E.Starmer, C.T.C. Six rode. 

The officials were: Judges, Mr J.Fisher (C.T.C.) and Mr. S.Wright (Rovers B.C.) starter, Mr A. Roberts (Rovers B.C.) 

 

 

CTC Northampton- Bike Week Ride ς Discover in June 2003 



 

Bike Week Breakfast at Salcey Forest in June 2005 



 


